KS1 Reading Books

Books Linked to Phonics
We have recently had an overhaul of our Key Stage 1 reading books to ensure we are meeting the latest
requirements whereby our reading books match the phonics phase the children are accessing. As you can
imagine, it has taken a significant amount of time to match each reading book to the correct phonics phase and
in addition we have purchased a significant number of new books.
Everything is now in place and this week reading books will start to come home.

Changing Reading Books
The children will have the opportunity to change their reading books once a week with an adult. They have a
specific day to read with an adult and change their book so it is extremely important that they remember their
book on this day. Their book colour and changing day can be found on a sticker inside their reading record.
Reading at Home
When a book is sent home, we ask that the children read it from start to finish at least 3 times:




Once on a word level: where they will be applying their phonics and sight reading knowledge to read the
words
A second time for fluency: where we are looking for the children to read the text with more ease, reading
to the punctuation and with some expression and intonation
A third time for understanding: where we are looking for the children to be able to talk about the book,
answer questions and share their ideas and opinions.

They do not need to read the whole thing in one sitting but may choose to do so if they wish.

Reading in School
When your child reads with the adult in school, we will ask them to read part of the book that they have had at
home. There are three aspects we are checking:




Word accuracy and application of phonological knowledge
Reading fluency – speed and accuracy of reading
Comprehension – their understanding of the text.

If we are confident with these, we will change their book; if not, we will send the same book home for a second
week to be read again.

Home and School Approach
Our approach to listening to children read in school is the same as the approach we would like you to use at
home. Both at school and at home we need to focus on the three main aspects. This approach continues when
reading books with groups of children in our weekly ‘Book Talk’ session. The children read the text to an adult
once on a word level, a second time with an adult for fluency and a discussion and a third time independently to
answer questions about the book. We also give the children the opportunity to revisit reading this book in a few
weeks as a one off session called a ‘familiar text read’.
When asking questions about the text, we follow VIPERS:







Vocabulary
Infer
Predict
Explain
Retrieve
Summaries

Some ideas for this can be found on the document titled KS1 – Vipers for Parents. If you have any questions
about reading and phonics in KS1, please contact Mrs Collins.

