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YEAR 4 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
Spring Term 2020
Term 3 & 4
Ancient Egyptians
TERM DATES
Term 3

Teacher Training Day
Term Starts
Term Ends

Friday 3rd January
Monday 6th January
Friday 14th February

Term 4

Term Starts
Term Ends

Monday 24th February
Friday 3rd April

OUR TEAM
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COMMUNICATION
Please contact the team with any queries, we are happy to help. We are often available at
the end of each day for a quick chat. Alternatively send in a note with your child or email
the team with non-urgent messages at office@silverstoneprimary.org.uk
If we need to speak to you then we may try to call you at lunchtime or speak to you at the
end of the day in person or over the phone.

CURRICULUM COVERAGE
English
We will be linking our writing to our topic lessons this term. The children will be learning to
write in a variety of genres. We will be writing recounts as Ancient Egyptian characters that
the children will read aloud to the class, myths, poems and instructions. Our grammar lessons
will link with our genre focus. This term we will focus on inverted commas and fronted
adverbials. Spellings will also continue.
How can I support my child?
The children need to read five times a week at home, answering questions to show they
have understood the text. The children will also need to continue learning their spellings
every week and complete any short reading, punctuation and grammar activities provided.

Maths
In maths we will spend some time recapping and consolidating their understanding on
number and place value, addition, subtraction, multiplication, division and fractions. We will
also work very hard developing our speed and accuracy when completing mental maths and
arithmetic problems.
How can I support my child?
Please keep practising times tables as often as possible to help with mental calculations.
Please support your child in completing any short mathematics homework activities.

Curriculum Theme (History/Geography/Art/D&T)
Our theme is ‘Ancient Egyptians’ where the children will be learning all about this prehistoric
period. We will look at the Egyptians life and who they were, Egyptian gods, Mummies, King
Tut and hieroglyphs during our History/Geography lessons. In addition, we will be planning,
making and reviewing a bread recipe, creating our own pyramids, designing and making death
masks, and painting hieroglyphs during Art/D&T lessons.
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Straight after the February half term (Monday 24th February 2020), Year 4 will be visiting the
Ashmolean Museum to learn many more interesting facts about the Ancient Egyptians! We
will be leaving promptly at 9am and returning to school by 3:15pm.

Science
Our theme for Science this term is ‘Forces and Magnets’. During this topic the children will be
completing different scientific enquiry investigations. They will learn to make solid
predictions, carry out experiments and analyse their results. There will be a focus on fair
testing, checking results and drawing conclusions to deepen their understanding and
knowledge of these scientific topics.

RE
Our theme for this term is Christianity: How and why do people show their commitments
during the journey of life? The children will take part in many thought-provoking
discussions.

PSHE/British Values
In PSHE this term our theme will be ‘Living in the Wider World’ where the children will discuss
rules, rights and responsibilities. They will consider why we have rules, have respectful
debates and develop tolerance for those who think differently. We will explore British values
in many different aspects of our learning. We will be focusing on tolerance and respect
through our RE work. We will also continue learning about democracy by voting for activities
and games in class.

Computing
Computing skills run through all we do! In the spring term, we will be focusing on creating
stop motion animations using our new iPads. The children will be generating simple
animations, linked to their topic learning, that will form part of a ‘Class Museum’.

French
During the spring term, the children will be focusing on ‘Food Glorious Food’ unit. The children
will learn new vocabulary for a variety of foods, manners when requesting food and recapping
their knowledge of colours.
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PE
Indoor PE will be dance on a Tuesday afternoon. Our outdoor PE session will be tag rugby and
creative games on a Wednesday afternoon.

HOMEWORK
Homework is designed to support the learning the children are completing at school. Our
homework for this term is as follows Homework
Spellings
Timetables
Reading
English
Maths

Set
Wednesday

Return
Monday
Five times a week

Thursday
Thursday

Tuesday
Tuesday

TT Rock Stars (Times Tables) – the children are expected to complete ten rounds of TT Rock
Stars each week. If the children do not have access to a computer/tablet at home, they may
complete this at school during playtime.
AR reading book – the children should be reading five times weekly.

HOW TO HELP AT HOME





Times tables (TT Rock Stars)
Reading
Spelling
Supporting the children in their English and maths tasks

Tips on helping with homework








Provide a quiet and focused learning environment
Ask the children if they would like to work independently or whether they would
like you to sit and support them
Set realistic time targets
Discuss what they think they need to do
Give regular breaks to maintain concentration
Encourage the children to plan their time carefully so they still have an enjoyable
weekend being children!
You may want to dip into different resources to support the children with their
homework. BBC bitesize and Hit the Button have proved to be useful in the past!
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EQUIPMENT REQUIRED
All equipment and school uniform must be clearly named.




Water bottle
PE kit including trainers and tracksuit for outdoor games (as it is cold and wet at the
moment)
Children may also bring a healthy snack of fresh or dried fruit to eat at break time.

We look forward to an enjoyable term together and please remember that our door is always open if
you have any queries or concerns.

Kind regards
The Year 4 team

