Year 6 Curriculum Overview - Autumn 1
Anglo Saxons and Scots
English
Key Text: Beowulf (retold by Michael Morpurgo)
Purpose for Writing:
Unit one – Short bursts of writing in different genres
Unit two – Informal letter
Unit three – Real diary
Writing:
Unit one – Short burst writing. The children will write in different genres inspired by our class text,
Beowulf. They will write a prayer, a character description and a setting description to showcase their
knowledge from year 5. This unit will link their history knowledge from Saxons and Scots as well as our
key text of ‘Beowulf.’ The children will identify and use features of genres in their work using the key text
to support their understanding. They will learn to identify and effectively use expanded noun phrases,
modal verbs, colons to introduce a list and semi colons within the list.
Key Vocabulary: Paragraph, expanded noun phrase, model verb, colon, semi colon, senses, cohesion,
cliff hanger
Unit two – Informal letter. The children will write a letter from Beowulf to his father, inviting him to a
feast at the Great Mead Hall. This will link with their history knowledge from Saxons and Scots as well
as out key text of ‘Beowulf.’ The children will identify and use features of informal letters in their work
using the model text to support their understanding. They will learn to identify and effectively use relative
clauses, relative pronouns and possessive apostrophes.
Key Vocabulary: Paragraph, expanded noun phrase, model verb, colon, semi colon (sticky knowledge),
relative pronoun, relative clause, possessive apostrophe, cohesion, informal language, contractions.
Unit three – Real Diary. The children will write an informal, real diary entry retelling their drama
performance of Beowulf. This will link with their history knowledge from Saxons and Scots as well as our
key text of ‘Beowulf.’ The children will identify and use features of an informal, real diary in their work
using the model text to support their understanding. They will learn to identify and effectively use informal
language – including the use of contractions – colons and semi colons to mark the boundary of clauses.
Key Vocabulary: Paragraph, expanded noun phrase, model verb, colon, semi colon, relative pronoun,
relative clause, possessive apostrophe (sticky knowledge), informal language (including the use of
contractions), semi colon and colon (both uses).
Grammar:
Unit one: Children will learn to use expanded noun phrases for description and modal verbs to show
possibility
Key Vocabulary: Adjective, noun, phrase, modal verb, chance, possibility
Unit two: Children will learn to use relative pronouns and relative clauses to add additional information
and possessive apostrophes to show ownership
Key Vocabulary: Pronoun, noun, clause, relative, possessive, apostrophe, contraction, ownership
Unit three: Children will learn to use semi colons and colons to mark the boundary of clauses and
techniques for informal language (including the use of contractions)
Key Vocabulary: Semi colon, colon, clause, relate, link, justify, contraction, apostrophe, informal, slang

Book Talk: Reading Comprehension (VIPERS)
Unit one: The children will look at the skill of prediction and will learn to justify their ideas using evidence
from within the text. They will also focus on vocabulary and learn how to use the text and the skill of
tracking to understand the meaning of tricky words.
Unit two: The children will look at the skill of summarising and will learn how to apply this skill to their
informal letter writing in order to include key facts of the focus text.
Unit three: The children will look at the skill of vocabulary. They will learn how to refer to the context
of the book and to track back within their reading and understanding in order to give a definition of tricky
words.
Maths
Key Facts: Powers of ten, equals means the same as, reading and writing to 1,000,000, addition,
subtraction, multiplication and division, expressions, data, line graph and pie chart representations, mean,
median, mode and range from different forms of data.
Number and Place Value: The children will learn to read, write and order whole and decimal numbers
to 1,000,000, round whole and decimal numbers up to 10,000, solve problems involving addition,
subtraction, multiplication and division.
Key Vocabulary: Round, column, possibilities, comma, decimal, tenths, hundredths, place value, addition,
subtraction, multiplication, division, method, inverse, check.
Calculation: The children will consolidate counting forwards or backwards in steps of powers of 10 for
any given number to 1,000,000. They will also perform mental calculations using mixed operations and
large numbers. The children will consolidate their understanding of the equals sign as representing
equivalence between two expressions. The children will consolidate converting between pounds and pence
within word problems.
Key Vocabulary: Powers of ten, equals means the same as, 1,000,000, addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division, expressions, money, pounds, pence, convert.
(please see our Calculation Progression Document on our website)

Other: (e.g. Geometry etc)

Statistics: The children will learn to read and create pie charts and line graphs. They will also learn how
to calculate mean, median, mode and range from different data.
RE
Focus: How does religion help people live through good and bad times?
We will discuss examples of ways in which religions guide people in how to respond to good and hard
times in life. The children will discuss connections between what people believe about God and how they
respond to challenges in life (e.g. suffering, bereavement.) We will use evidence and examples to show how
beliefs about resurrection/judgement/ heaven/ karma/ reincarnation make a difference to how someone
lives.
Key Vocabulary: resurrection, judgement, heaven, salvation through Jesus
Hinduism (karma, soul, samsara, reincarnation and moksha); Humanism.
Science
Focus: Electricity
Physics
Overview (based on science Declarative Knowledge Progression)
The children will build upon their understanding of Electricity from Year 4. They will learn about the
relationship between the brightness of a bulb or the volume of a buzzer with the number or voltage of cells
within a circuit. They will learn how switches are identified and used within circuits. The children will use
recognised symbols to represent different components within a circuit. This learning is further built upon
during Design and Technology in Autumn 2 when the children design and make a buzzer game.

Key Vocabulary: Ammeter, appliances, battery, bulb, buzzer, cell, circuit, component, conductor, current,
device, electricity, energy, fuel, generate, insulator, mains, motor, power, resistance, resistor, source, switch,
voltage, wires.
Working Scientifically: (explicit reference to science procedural knowledge)
The children will ask scientific questions and plan and carry out an investigation to answer this question.
They will make close and accurate observation and take accurate measurements. The children will set up
further tests to ensure accuracy within results. They will record their results and draw conclusions from
these. The children will make further predictions based on the findings from their investigation.
(Please see Science Knowledge Organiser and long term Science overview for essential
knowledge to be learnt)
Humanities

Focus: (National Curriculum reference)
Britain’s settlement by Anglo Saxons and Scots
Overview: (based on progression map – come procedural knowledge)
The children will learn the reasons why Anglo Saxons and Scots came to Britain and their way of life.
They will learn about Anglo Saxon beliefs, life for rich and poor and will focus on the significant figure of
King Alfred the Great.
Key Vocab: Angles, Anglo, archaeologist, artefact, century, Christianity, chronology, invasion, Jutes,
migration, monk, Pagans, picts, Saxons, Scots, settler, settlement, source.
3D Curriculum: (link to vertical link)
The children will learn that the Anglo Saxons invaded after the Roman Rule (link to Year 3/4 History topic)
and that the Viking Rule came afterwards (Year 6 summer term)
(Please see History/Geography organiser for essential knowledge to be learnt)
Art/DT

Focus: (e.g. drawing, relief painting)
Drawing (with pencil and pastels)
Children will focus on line, shape, emotion and depth to produce drawings in the style of Pablo Picasso
portraits.
Painting (mixing/tint/tone/shade)
Children will focus on the colour wheel and use this to find harmonizing colours (warm and cold palettes)
The children will create a relief painting showing depth and harmonizing colours using the style of Pablo
Picasso as a stimulus.
Artist Study: Pablo Picasso
Computing
Focus: Animation (Scratch)
Children will learn how to build an animated character that they can then add movement and sound effects
to. This will then be further extended by understanding how to create a conversation between two different
characters using a sequencing program. Children will use broadcast blocks to send invisible messages to
each other. They will also learn how to create a maths quiz using input/output programming skills. This
will be extended to learning how to add in variables, including random variables, to their quiz programme.
Key Vocabulary: Command, script, sprite, program, sequence, repetition, order, select, input/output,
broadcast block, variable, random, data, generate.

Music
Focus: Livin’ On a Prayer (historical context/genre – Rock)
During this unit, the children will be listening and appraising. The dimensions of music that they will cover
will include the history of music, singing, improvising and playing instruments. The children will have an
opportunity to perform and evaluate their own and other’s work. The classical music study within this unit
is Verdi: Brindisi (the Drinking Song) from La Traviata.
Key Vocabulary: Listen, share, evaluate, perform, rhythm, explain, appraise, beat, dynamics, tone,
notation, timbre
PE
Focus
During our outdoor PE sessions, the children will be learning striking and fielding games. Within this, they
will be focusing on the skills of striking and fielding but particularly, cricket. The children will be taught
these sessions with Pacesetters.
During our other PE session, the children will be focusing on tennis. Within this unit, the children will be
learning how to build upon their net and wall skills from their tennis sessions last year. In both areas of
PE, there will be a focus on evaluating our performances both individually and as a group/class. The
children will select aspects they like as well as those to improve and provide reasons for their opinions.
Key Vocabulary:
Invasion, kick, implement, aim, accuracy, tactical, position, defend, attack, pass, communicate, team
Net and wall games, precision, target, strike, strength, agility, accuracy
Perform, evaluate, opinion, suggest, justify
PSHE
Focus: Healthy Relationships
The children will learn to recognise what constitutes a positive, healthy relationship and develop the skills
to form and maintain positive and healthy relationships.
We will discuss the characteristics of friendships, including mutual respect, truthfulness, trustworthiness,
loyalty, kindness, generosity and trust. The children will learn ways how to manage conflict and who to
seek help or advice from if needed.
Key Vocabulary: Trust, responsible, consequences, respect, conflict resolution.
French
Focus:
The children will revise classroom routines such as answering the register and following instructions. They
will practice saying the date and describe the weather. The children will ask for classroom objects and will
revise the negative structure. In addition to this, the children will perform a sketch in French to an audience.
They will understand key details from an authentic text and learn to use a dictionary.
Key Vocabulary: As-tu...? Oui j'ai .. non je n'ai pas de..C'est le mardi 15 septembre, if fait froid..
un stylo, un crayon, une gomme , un taille-crayon, des ciseaux, un cahier, un sac J’ai I have a - Je n’ai
pas de

