Charging & Remissions Policy

Silverstone CE Primary School
Charging and Remissions Policy
Introduction
The Academic Governance Committee recognises the valuable contribution that the wide range of additional
activities, including clubs, trips and residential experiences can make towards a pupils personal and social
education.
The Academic Governance Committee aims to promote and provide such activities as part of a broad and
balanced curriculum for the pupils of the school and as additional optional activities.
The relevant statutory provisions are contained in Chapter III of Pt VI of the Education Act 1996. This requires
the AGC to determine and keep under review a Charging and Remissions Policy.
There are two types of financial contributions for which parents can be asked in relation to educational
activities:
•
•

Voluntary contributions
Permitted charges

They have different limitations as set out below.

Voluntary Contributions
Nothing in legislation prevents a school governing body or local authority from asking for voluntary
contributions for the benefit of the school or any school activities. However, if the activity cannot be
funded without voluntary contributions, Silverstone Primary will make this clear to parents at the outset.
It is important to note that no child will be excluded from an activity simply because his or her parents are
unwilling or unable to pay. However, if insufficient voluntary contributions are raised to fund a visit, then it
is likely to be cancelled. If a parent is unwilling or unable to pay, their child must still be given an equal
chance to go on the visit.
There is no limit to the level of voluntary contribution. Voluntary contributions will not be used to subsidise
pupils of lesser means but will be used to pay the travel and accommodation costs of accompanying
teachers and associated supply cover in school if covering a residential trip.

Permitted Charges
Permitted charges are a direct request to cover certain costs involved with a school activity or visit. A
charge may be made for expenses associate with external educational visitors during the school day. A
charge may also be made for school trips and for board and lodgings on any residential educational visit
(subject to the provisions of the LA and school’s remissions policy).
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Transport
Parents cannot be charged for the following reasons:
•
•

Transporting registered pupils to or from the school premises, where the local authority has a
statutory obligation to provide transport
Transporting registered pupils to other premises where the governing body or local authority has
arranged for pupils to be educated

Materials and Textbooks
Charges can be made for the following:
•
•
•
•

Buying school equipment such as a pen or ruler
Ingredients for cooking (pupils are usually asked to provide their own ingredients)
Art resources such as clay if children are taking home finished products
Textbooks are provided free of charge, but in some subjects, additional revision guides are
available, for which a charge may be made.

Music Tuition
Although the law states that all education provided during school hours must be free, music lessons are an
exception to this rule. The Education and Inspections Act 2006 introduced a regulation‐making power
which allowed the Department for Education to specify circumstances where charging can be made for
music tuition.
Charges may now be made for teaching either an individual pupil or groups of any appropriate size
(provided that the size of the group is based on sound pedagogical principles) to play a musical instrument
or to sing.
Charges will not exceed the cost of provision, including the cost of the staff giving the tuition.

Residential Activities / Activities Outside School Hours
A charge may be made for the full cost of the activity but must not exceed the actual cost of providing the
activity. The charge may include the costs of travel, board and lodgings, additional staff costs, entrance
fees, insurance, materials and equipment. However, the charge made to individual parents cannot include
any cost added to subsidise parents of children who are unwilling or unable to pay the charge.
The school is unable to offer parents refunds for planned activities in the event that a child is unable to
attend (eg due to illness). The cost of any planned activity is shared equally between the number of
children taking part when staff originally plan the activity. The school is not able to make a profit from any
planned activity and the school is unable to offer refunds to prevent a financial losses.

Damage / Loss to Property
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A charge will be levied in respect of willful damage, neglect or loss of school property (including premises,
furniture, equipment, books or materials), the charge to be the cost of replacement or repair, or such lower
cost as the Headteacher may decide.
Lettings
The school will make its facilities available to outside users at a charge of at least the cost of providing the
facilities. Refer to the Lettings Policy.

Remissions
Parents who can prove they are in receipt of the following benefits can be exempt from paying the cost of
board and lodgings for residential trips:
•
•
•
•
•

Income Support
Income Based Jobseekers Allowance
Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
Child Tax Credit, provided that Working Tax Credit is not also received and the family’s income (as
assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs) does not exceed £16,105
The guarantee element of State Pension Credit

Monitoring Arrangements
The School Business Manager monitors charges and remissions, ensuring these comply with this policy.
The policy will be reviewed annually and approved by the Resources Committee.
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